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“A baby
is God’s 
opinion
that the 
world
should
 go on.”

~ Carl Sandburg

KELLY’S CORNER

Kelly DenHeyer, RN
Director of Nursing

FAREWELL TO MY DEAR FRIEND
As we turn the page on another election 
season, the time has come to say goodbye 
to Lt. Governor Brad Owen, a dear friend 
and one of my greatest advocates.  Brad 
will be leaving the Lt. Governor’s office 
in January after an amazing five terms.  

Throughout PICC’s 26 years, Brad 
has been there to fight the battles to 
keep the babies safe and protect the 
center’s very existence. Thank you, 
Brad, from the bottom of my heart.  I 
am going to miss you more than I can 
say.  May retirement bring you and 
Linda much happiness.  You deserve it.

Barbara Drennen
Executive Director

Fall has been a busy time here in the nursery.  We’ve been hiring and training new 
nurses, in addition to caring for the babies.  

The drug exposures we’re seeing the most 
this year have been heroin and methamphet-
amine, and most of the babies have been ex-
posed to a combination of these two drugs.  
Because heroin and methamphetamine have 
opposite effects, the symptoms can be chal-
lenging to read and may take a little lon-
ger to show.  But while the symptoms may 
not appear to be as severe, the withdraw-
al is still hard for the babies to go through.   

It’s wonderful to see the babies recover, but it’s 
still sad for us to see them go.  Our best days are 
when our “graduates” return for visits.  We’ve 
recently had some pre-teens come back to 
see where they began, and some parents have 
brought back the little ones so that we can see 
how they are growing.  Our hearts just burst 
every time we see how well they are doing.
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A VISIT FROM TWO GRADUATES

THEY CAME TO LEARN ABOUT PICC

Fall 2016

People from around the world come to PICC to learn about 
our model program.  Joanne Stevenson, accompanied by her 
daughter Bex, came all the way from New Zealand to learn 
how to put together a program like ours.

Joanne’s desire to establish a facility like PICC stems from 
her experience as a caregiver in her country’s state system.  
“I wanted to make a difference, right from the start of lives.”  
Research led Joanne to PICC’s website, and from her initial 
correspondence with Barbara Drennen, she knew “that PICC 
was the model of excellence in terms of caring for medi-
cally fragile babies.”  Joanne booked her flight, brought her 
daughter in tow, and spent two full days talking to Barb, 
learning and sharing information.  Joanne and Barb share 
the same concern for babies born affected by drugs.  They 
also share the same passion for protecting babies in the foster 
care system.

The visit energized Joanne to return home with new ideas and a vision for setting up a facility for New Zealand’s 
most vulnerable babies.  We recently received this message from Joanne:  

“I’m so grateful for all the assistance Barbara and her team had offered us. We feel that a relationship has been 
formed with world-leading experts in this area, and that New Zealand babies will be able to benefit from the 
guidance and expertise of Barbara Drennen and her team. We left with enormous hope that we had a clear way 
forward, and a blueprint of how to care for our babies in the best possible way.”

We look forward to keeping in touch and hearing of Joanne’s progress.

Anna and Gabriel, two of our graduates, came back to visit us and had the opportunity to meet one of our newest 
arrivals.  We received the most thoughtful letter from their parents:

“Our kids are brave, resilient, kind and compassionate. 
They have overcome more obstacles in their young lives than 
most of us and I am so very proud of them! My husband and 
I enjoy watching them grow into amazing human beings.”

“We know that many days go by, many months and years go 
by, without recognition of a job well done, without notice of 
your sacrifices.  But let the smiles of my children be a warm 
and heartfelt thank you today!  Gabriel and Anna spent time 
in your care many years ago and they are today the most 
amazing 11 and 8 year olds I know!  Thank you for giving 
them a better start to life!  Thank you for loving them!”
 

                          Blessings to your amazing team at PICC!
                                                       ~ Michele and Andrew
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Yes, I would like to give a drug-exposed newborn a healthy start in life.
Name: ____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City: _______________ State: _____  Zip: ________

Telephone: ________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Special Instructions: __________________________

Enclosed please find my donation in the amount of:

  $_________________

 Check enclosed

 Please charge my credit card  

Card Number: ________________________________

Expiration: ________ /________ CVV Code: __________

Name on Card: _______________________________

Signature: __________________________________

Donations can be made online at picc.net
or by mail, using the form below:

WALK FOR THE BABIES

Thank you to the 350 caring people who used their feet and their hearts to raise $21,700.00 for PICC’s babies.  
The annual Walk for the Babies October 1 at Kent Station was our largest walk-a-thon ever.  

Congratulations to our 2016 walk-a-thon prize winners.  Top fundraising teams were Small but Mighty led by 
Brooklyn Leick, Pioneer Human Services led by Tama-Lisa Johnson, Soles for Souls led by Elise Leonard Demick, 

Pink & Blue We Walk for U led by Donna Potter, and Jansen Crew led 
by Debby Jansen.    Top team recruiter was Elise Leonard Demick with 
Soles for Souls, and the prize for team spirit went to the Jansen Crew.

Mark your calendar for this day of family fitness and fun next year—
Saturday, October 7, 2017.   Visit Pediatric Interim Care Center’s Face-
book page to see a photo album from the walk.  

Please join us in giving special thanks to Kent Station, Duke’s, and 
Roadrunner Sports for hosting the event, and to Mutual of Enumclaw 
Insurance, M & M Construction, and Walmart for sponsoring t-shirts 
and prizes.

Pediatric Interim Care Center is a qualified 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization for tax purposes.
Our federal tax identification number is 91-1485176.



Pediatric interim
care center

328 4th avenue South
Kent, Wa  98032

miSSiOn

Pediatric interim care center’s mission is to provide 
safe, short-term medical care between hospital and 
home for prenatally drug-exposed and medically 
fragile infants, to provide educational services to the 
community, and to always be a voice for the child.

Barbara J. drennen

cOntact inFOrmatiOn

     Phone: (253) 852-5253
Fax: (253) 852-5728

     email: picc@picc.net
mail: 328 4th ave S, Kent, Wa  98032

Website: picc.net

FraGiLe timeS

this newsletter is published as a community service 
by Pediatric interim care center. Picc is the only 
facility providing 24-hour interim care for drug-exposed 
and medically fragile infants in Washington State.

executive directOr

Friday, February 24, 2017

 2nd annual Stork club
dinner & auction

the Golf club at newcastle

Join us for an elegant evening in a spectacular setting with fine 
food, lovely wines, music, and both live and silent auctions.  call 
or email elaine Purchase to receive your personal invitation. 

253-852-5253   or   elainep@picc.net

marK YOur caLendarS !

Follow us on Facebook

Giving a safe
and healthy start
to drug-exposed

infants since 1990
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